2O4               Frederick the Great

way to Vienna, to Dresden, and to every division
of the Prussian army. Klinggraffen was instructed
to return a third time to the charge, with the final
offer that if the Empress-Queen would declare defin-
itely that she would not attack Frederick that year
or the next, the troops now moving should be re-
called. More profit was, however, expected from
the message to the Saxon Court. King Augustus,
or Count Briihl, was to be informed, " with every ex-
pression of my affection and of your respect that
good breeding can supply," that Frederick was com-
pelled by the Court of Vienna to enter Saxony with
his army in order to pass into Bohemia.

" The estates of the King of Saxony," continued the
royal missive, " will be spared as far as present circum-
stances allow. My troops will behave there with perfect
order and discipline, but I am obliged to take precau-
tions so as not to fall again into the position in which
the Saxon Court placed me during the years 1744 and
1745. ... I desire nothing more ardently than to
behold the happy moment of peace, so that I may prove
to this Prince the full extent of my friendship, and place
him once more in the tranquil possession of all his es-
tates, against which I have never had any hostile design,"

This declaration was addressed to a ruler who had
made no engagements hostile to Frederick, and who
now offered to observe perfect neutrality and to
allow his troops to pass. A commentary upon it is
supplied by a document which was "probably drawn
up several days earlier, and which was soon to be
put in force. By this " instruction " for the admin-